
VS 8 Reconstruction and Virginia 

Test: ___________ 

Reconstruction is the time period following the Civil War that southern states were 
working on rejoining the United States of America.  Virginians were rebuilding their 
government and communities.  After the Civil War, Virginia was in ruins. 

  

African Americas and Reconstruction 

African Americans faced many problems following the Civil War. 

    Millions of freed African Americans needed: 

housing education food clothing jobs 
 

During Reconstructions African Americans were treated fairly.  African American men 
began to have power in government, hold public office, and had the right to vote.   

 

Problems Virginians Faced DURING Reconstruction 

 Virginia’s economy was in ruins 

 banks were closed 

 railroads had been destroyed during the Civil War 

 plantations had been destroyed during the Civil War 

 bridges had been destroyed during the Civil War 

 crops had been destroyed during the Civil War 

 

Freedman’s Bureau 

The Freedman’s Bureau was a government agency that offered help to freed 
African Americans and others in Virginia.  The Freedman’s Bureau provided: 

food medical care schools 
 

Sharecropping 

Sharecropping was a system that was very common in Virginia after the war.  
Freemen and poor white farmers rented land from a landowner by promising to pay 
back the owner with a share of the crops.  Landowners might have also given them 



mules, tools, and seeds on credit.  Once the crop was sold, sharecroppers would give 
the land owners part of the money they got from selling the crops.  Most 
sharecroppers barely earned enough to survive. 

Reconstruction in Virginia Ends in 1870. 
 

African Americans AFTER Reconstruction 

After Reconstruction the gains Africans Americans had during Reconstruction were 
lost.  Laws called “Jim Crow” Laws were passed that limited or took 
away rights and freedoms of African Americans. 

“Jim Crow” Laws made it difficult for African Americans to vote or hold 
public office.  Because few African American men could vote, they lost 
the power they had gained during Reconstruction.  Some examples of 
“Jim Crow” Laws are:  poll taxes (you had to pay to vote) and voting 
tests (you had to pass a test to vote) 

“Jim Crow” Laws were a way to legally get around the law. These laws legally established 
segregation. In other words these laws made segregation legal. 

Segregation: the separation of the races, usually based on race or religion. Segregation 
reinforce prejudices held by white people. It is separation based on race or religion. 

Discrimination: the unfair difference in the treatment of people usually based on race 
or religion. 

“Jim Crow” Laws also had a negative effect on American Indians.  These laws both 
discriminated and segregated American Indians. 

 

Growth in Virginia after the Civil War 

Virginia cities began to grow after the Civil War.  Cities grew with more people, 
businesses, and factories. 

Railroads were the key to expansion of business, agriculture, and industry.  
They helped small towns grow into cities. 

In Tazewell County coal deposits were discovered. 

As Virginia grew, so did the need for more and better roads.  

Tobacco and the manufacture of tobacco products became an 
important industry in Virginia and remains so today. 


